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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant respectfully requests that examination of the above-referenced patent 
application be advanced out of turn and that prosecution be performed in an expedited 
manner. Applicant believes all claims are directed to a single invention and will make an 
election without traverse if the Office determines that all claims are not obviously 
directed to a single invention. Applicant submits this written Petition to Make Special in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d), along with the appropriate fee as set forth in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17(h). 

Applicants have caused to be made a careful and thorough pre-examination search 
of the prior art. This search was performed by a professional search firm under the 
direction of Tom Hamill. The search was conducted for United States patented art in 
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Class 705, Subclass 406, and Class 283, Subclass 71. A copy of each potentially relevant 
reference discovered in this search is provided for your review. 

The following is a list of references that were discovered in the above-identified 
pre-examination search. Each of the references will be individually discussed in greater 
detail below: 

2002/0149195 6,503,329 5,923,406 5,423,573 

2002/0056988 6,450,537 5,873,605 4,715,622 

In addition, a copy of each of the following references discovered by the above- 
identified inventor is also included for your review and discussed in detail below: 

"Send a Christina Olsen E-Postal Card," www.christinaolsen.com/card.html . 

Janet Kornblum, "Postal Service OKs E-Stamp," March 3 1 , 1 998, 
http://news.eom/2 1 00- 1 023-2097 1 4.html . 

J.D. Tygar, Benner S. Yee, Nevin Heintze, "Cryptographic Postage Indicia," 
January 6, 1998, http://citeseer.ni.nec.com/update/93604 . 

Barbara Peppriell, "The Post Office Unveils the E-Stamp," Searcher Vol. 7, No. 
5, May 1999, http://infotodav.com/searcher/mav99/peppriell.html . 

A Form PTO-1449 citing each of the above-identified references has been 
included for the convenience of the Examiner. 



Page 2 



Nature of the Present Invention 
Systems and methods in accordance with the present invention provide 
customized postage stamps capable of being created, purchased and formatted for 
printing from a user access device, such as a personal computer, PDA, or cell phone, 
according to authorization from a remote server. 

Users can create text and/or images, or select pre-approved text and/or images, to 
design unique postage stamps for use or display. Customized stamps created in 
accordance with the present invention may comprise trade names, logos, slogans, and/or 
other graphics to facilitate corporate name recognition and advertising. Alternatively, 
users may customize stamps to depict an image or message associated with a particular 
holiday, occasion, hobby, photograph, or other design according to their personal 
preferences. In some embodiments, a user may access a database to select a pre- 
approved stamp for purchase, or to access pre-approved stamp features to implement in 
connection with a customized stamp design. A pre-approved stamp database may be 
stored on a memory device in the user access device, or may be located on a remote 
server. 

A stamp design created or selected by a user may be communicated to a remote 
server for verification and validation to ensure that the design may be used as legal postal 
tender. A user may also communicate payment information to the remote server to 
facilitate customized stamp purchase. 
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Detailed Discussion of the Prior Art References in Light of the Present Invention 
The prior art references are listed above and discussed in reverse chronological 

order. 

"Send a Christina Olsen E-Postal Card" 
The web-based advertisement entitled, "Send a Christina Olsen E-Postal Card " 
ww.christinaolsen.com/card.html ("Olsen"), discloses a customizable postcard for 
which a user may select one of three displayed e-postal stamps. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from Olsen. Indeed, independent 
claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a method and system for 
creating a fully customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as legal postal tender, 
and formatting the customized stamp for printing, all from a user access device. Olsen, 
on the other hand, discloses only a selection of standardized pre-approved e-postal stamp 
designs for use in connection with a customizable postal e-card. As Olsen neither 
discloses nor suggests a fully customizable stamp and electronic means for authorizing 
and generating the same, Olsen clearly does not anticipate nor render obvious 
independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present application. Moreover, as claims 2- 
6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations to the present independent claims, Olsen 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious the remaining claims of the present application. 
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United States Patent No. 6,503,329 to Patton 
United States Patent No. 6,503,329 issued on January 7, 2003 to Patton 
(hereinafter the "'329 Patent") discloses an official postal product that includes a first 
image area having an official postal indicia and a second image area having a personal 
image. A protective coating is placed over the second image area such that an official 
cancellation mark placed over the second area will not permanently adhere to the 
personal image. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of the 6 3 29 
Patent. Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a 
method and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as 
legal postal tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. 
In contrast, the '329 Patent teaches a composite postage stamp having only one 
customizable area. As the '329 Patent fails to disclose or suggest a fully customized 
stamp and electronic means for authorizing and generating the same, the '329 Patent 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the 
present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations to the 
present independent claims, the '329 Patent also fails to anticipate or render obvious the 
remaining claims of the present application. 
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United States Patent Application No. 2002/0149195 to Beasley 
United States Patent Application No. 2002/0149195 published on October 17, 
2002 by Beasley (hereinafter "Beasley") discloses sheets of prefabricated postage stamps 
that may be provided by the post office to authorized dealers. The postage stamps 
include spaces for a personalized image to be printed or copied thereon. A consumer 
may supply an authorized dealer with an image, which the authorized dealer may size to 
fit the space provided by the prefabricated postage stamp, and apply thereto. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of Beasley. 
Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a method 
and system for creating a fully customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as legal 
postal tender, and formatting the customized stamp for printing, all from a user access 
device. Beasley, on the other hand, discloses a prefabricated stamp capable of only 
partial customization in a particular space. Further, Beasley requires an authorized dealer 
to authorize the stamp and format it for printing. As Beasley neither discloses nor 
suggests a fully customized stamp and electronic means for authorizing and generating 
the same as presently claimed, Beasley clearly does not anticipate nor render obvious 
independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present application. Moreover, as claims 2- 
6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations to the present independent claims, Beasley 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious the remaining claims of the present application. 

United States Patent No. 6,450,537 to Norris 
United States Patent No. 6,450,537 issued on September 17, 2002 to Norris 
(hereinafter the "'537 Patent") discloses a postage stamp assemblage wherein an indicia 
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bearing element containing a photographic film unit is covered by an overlay sheet 
containing a transparent zone, allowing the photographic film unit to be visible. The 
postage stamp assemblage contains machine readable indicia and postage indicia. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of the c 5 37 
Patent. Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a 
method and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as 
legal postal tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. 
In contrast, the 4 537 Patent teaches only a method and system for manually assembling a 
composite postage stamp comprising a standardized transparent overlay and one 
customizable image. As the '537 Patent fails to disclose or suggest a fully customized 
stamp and electronic means for authorizing and generating the same, the '537 Patent 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the 
present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations to the 
present independent claims, the '537 Patent also fails to anticipate or render obvious the 
remaining claims of the present application. 

United States Patent Application No. 2002/0056988 to Patton 
United States Patent No. 2002/0056988 published on May 16, 2002 by Patton 
(hereinafter "Patton") discloses a limited edition stamp and method for printing limited 
edition stamps from a plurality of different printers and locations. The limited edition 
stamps each have a unique identification not visible under normal viewing conditions. 
The unique identification number is allocated to different printers by a single computer 
that is in communication with all of the printers. 
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Summary and Conclusion 



In light of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims of the 
present invention contain limitations that are neither disclosed nor rendered obvious by 
the relevant references discovered in the pre-examination search. The unique 
combination of features or elements presented in the present invention are not found in 
any of the prior art references. Applicants therefore respectfully submit that the present 
invention is patentable over the prior art references. 

DATED this Q P~ day of November, 2004. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brian C. Kunzler 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 38,527 



KUNZLER & ASSOCIATES 
8 East Broadway, Suite 600 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
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postal tender, and formatting the customized stamp for printing, all from a user access 
device. Peppriell, on the other hand, discloses only that a standard postal indicium may 
be provided electronically to customers over the internet. Indeed, Pepriell indicates that 
the indicium is standardized in that it may be "too large to fit on many return envelopes 
provided by utility companies, such as the pre-addressed envelope which comes with 
your phone bill." As Peppriell neither discloses nor suggests a fully customizable stamp 
and electronic means for authorizing and generating the same, Peppriell clearly does not 
anticipate nor render obvious independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present 
application. Moreover, as claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations to the 
present independent claims, Peppriell neither anticipates nor renders obvious the 
remaining claims of the present application. 

United States Patent No. 5,873,605 to Kaplan 
United States Patent No. 5,873,605 issued on February 23, 1999 to Kaplan 
(hereinafter the "'605 Patent") discloses a personalized postal stamp having a first region 
that presents an image of indicia qualifying the stamp as a lawful stamp of a given 
postage denomination, and a second region substantially disposed within the first region 
that presents an image of a person that purchased the stamp from a vending machine. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of the '605 
Patent. Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a 
method and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as 
legal postal tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. 
In contrast, the '605 Patent teaches a composite postage stamp having only one area 
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capable of customization to include a photograph of a purchaser, and a second 
predetermined pre-approved area having indicia qualifying the stamp as a lawful stamp of 
a given postage denomination. As the '605 Patent fails to disclose or suggest a fully 
customized stamp and means for electronically authorizing and generating the same as 
presently claimed, the '605 Patent neither anticipates nor renders obvious independent 
claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 
add further limitations to the present independent claims, the '605 Patent also fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the remaining claims of the present application. 

"Postal Service OKs e-Stamps " 

The web-based article entitled, "Postal Service OKs e-Stamps," Janet Kornblum, 
March 31, 1998, http://news.eom/2 1 00- 1 023-2097 1 4.html ("Kornblum"), discloses 
electronic stamps available for download and purchase from the internet, which may be 
printed directly onto envelopes using software, a small piece of hardware, and a standard 
printer. The stamp, comprising two-dimensional, printable bar codes with encrypted 
information, is printed on the envelope at the same time as the address information. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from Kornblum. Indeed, 
independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a method and 
system for creating a fully customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as legal 
postal tender, and formatting the customized stamp for printing, all from a user access 
device. Kornblum, on the other hand, discloses only standard electronic stamps available 
for purchase and download online and fails to specify or suggest any stamp customization 
whatsoever. As Kornblum neither discloses nor suggests a fully customizable stamp and 
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The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of Patton. 
Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a method 
and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as legal postal 
tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. In contrast, 
Patton teaches only a method and system for printing a select number of previously 
created, limited edition stamps from more than one printer. As Patton fails to disclose or 
suggest a fully customized stamp and electronic means for authorizing and generating the 
same, Patton neither anticipates nor renders obvious independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 
18 of the present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations 
to the present independent claims, Patton also fails to anticipate or render obvious the 
remaining claims of the present application. 



United States Patent No. 5,923,406 to Brasington 
United States Patent No. 5,923,406 issued on July 13, 1999 to Brasington 
(hereinafter the "'406 Patent") discloses a vending machine system for printing 
personalized postage stamps including a picture of an individual. The vending machine 
system receives an image of at least one person through an aperture, and creates an 
electronic image based on the received image. The machine then uses the electronic 
image created to print a postage stamp that includes predetermined data required by a 
postal authority and a picture of the at least one person based on the stored electronic 
image. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of the '406 
Patent. Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a 
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method and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as 
legal postal tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. 
In contrast, the '406 Patent teaches a system for creating a composite postage stamp 
comprising, in only one area, a customizable image limited to a picture of a person, and, 
in another area, predetermined postal data. As the '406 Patent fails to disclose or suggest 
a fully customized stamp and means for authorizing and generating the same, the '406 
Patent neither anticipates nor renders obvious independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the 
present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, and 16-17 add further limitations to the 
present independent claims, the '406 Patent also fails to anticipate or render obvious the 
remaining claims of the present application. 



"The Post Office Unveils the E-Stamp " 
The web-based article entitled, "The Post Office Unveils the E-Stamp," Barbara 
Peppriell, Searcher Vol 7 No. 5, May 1999, 

http://www.infotodav.com/searcher/mav99/peppriell.com ("Peppriell"), discloses a 
system in which a user logs onto a secure server, orders and pays for postage, downloads 
the postage, and prints it directly onto an envelope. Specifically, when a user fills out 
envelope address information, the amount of postage is calculated, and their printer will 
deliver a fully addressed envelope or mailing label with a completely canceled indicium 
in the upper right-hand corner. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from Peppriell. Indeed, 
independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a method and 
system for creating a fully customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as legal 
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which a destination identifier code (e.g. zip code) may be entered to facilitate the process 
of sorting mail and parcels to their destinations 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of the '622 
Patent. Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a 
method and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as 
legal postal tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. 
In contrast, the 4 622 Patent teaches a postage stamp that is customizable only insofar as a 
particular numerical code may be entered in connection therewith, with all other features 
of the postage stamp being standard pre-approved information and designs. As the '622 
Patent fails to disclose or suggest a fully customized stamp and electronic means to 
authorize and generate the same, the '622 Patent neither anticipates nor renders obvious 
independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, 
and 16-17add further limitations to the present independent claims, the '622 Patent also 
fails to anticipate or render obvious the remaining claims of the present application. 
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United States Patent No. 5,423,573 to de Passille 
United States Patent No. 5,423,573 issued on June 13, 1995 to de Passille 
(hereinafter the "'573 Patent") discloses a composite stamp having one part bearing a 
decorative design, and a second part bearing the normal identifying postage-related 
information and also having an area on which the first part adheres. 

The present invention is readily distinguishable from the teachings of the c 573 
Patent. Indeed, independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present invention relate to a 
method and system for creating a customized stamp, authorizing the stamp for use as 
legal postal tender, and generating the customized stamp, all from a user access device. 
In contrast, the '573 Patent teaches a composite stamp capable of customization only 
insofar as a user selects one of a predetermined assortment of images to adhere to a 
specific portion of a prefabricated postage stamp. As the '573 Patent fails to disclose or 
suggest a fully customized stamp and means for electronically authorizing and generating 
the same as presently claimed, the '573 Patent neither anticipates nor renders obvious 
independent claims 1, 7, 9, 15 and 18 of the present application. As claims 2-6, 8, 10-14, 
and 16-17 add further limitations to the present independent claims, the '573 Patent also 
fails to anticipate or render obvious the remaining claims of the present application. 

United States Patent No. 4, 715,622 to Mikhail 
United States Patent No. 4,715,622 issued on December 29, 1987 to Mikhail 
(hereinafter the "'622 Patent") discloses a postal stamp that carries a separable part on 
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